
Hotel Accommodations
Contact the Holiday Inn - Bozeman by May 15, 2009 at (800) 
366-5101 or (406) 587-4561. Be sure to mention you are with 
the American Highland Cattle Association to receive the rate of
$97/night (1-4 people). If reserving online, go to hibozeman.com 
and use booking code AHC. The hotel is located at 5 E. Baxter Lane, 
Bozeman, MT 59715.

Camping Facilities
There are several camping and RV parks in the area; check out
visitmt.com. If you stay at a campground you need to provide your own 
transportation to the Holiday Inn each day for activities. 

Travel Arrangements
Gallatin Field Airport is serviced by several major airlines and rental 
cars are available on site. All details with contact information can be 
found at bozemanairport.com. Billings Logan International Airport is 
approximately 150 miles east of Bozeman; check fl ybillings.com.  

There is a complimentary hotel shuttle to/from Gallatin Airport which 
is just 8 from the Holiday Inn; no reservation is needed. The airport 
shuttle courtesy phone is located at baggage claim. Upon your arrival 
to Bozeman, schedule with the hotel front desk to ride it back for your 
departing fl ight.            

Tourist Information
Montana Highland breeders encourage you to tour the area including 
Yellowstone National Park, America’s fi rst national park. Located in 
Wyoming, Montana and Idaho, it is home to a large variety of wildlife 
including grizzly bears, wolves, bison and elk. It's 2.2 million acres and 
one of the last remaining wild tracts of land in the lower 48. An easy 60 
mile drive from Bozeman, learn more about Yellowstone and the area 
by visiting bozemancvb.com, bozemanchamber.com and visitmt.com. 
Or contact fellow breeders Skip & Emily Hougland (406) 285-3642 or 
(406) 570-8674. 

Trade Show
Promote your farm, regional association or cattle related products/
services for only $25. The trade show will be open each day during 
free time so you can attend the convention and have a booth. A 
6’ rectangular table with tablecloth/skirting and two chairs will be 
provided. Please be sure to bring an extension cord if you need it.

Kids’ Program
New this year! Youth 5-12 years old will 
enjoy fun activities on Friday and Saturday 
while mom and dad are attending educational 
seminars and the general membership 
meeting. Bring your suit; swimming at the 
hotel is on the schedule. Chaperones are adult 
AHCA members and transportation will be by 
bus. A permission slip for each child will be 
sent after the registration deadline and must 
be received by AHCA on or before June 18th. 

Auction at the Banquet
Our favorite auctioneer, Dick LeClar, will gavel down items to benefi t 
the Highland Cattle Foundation and AHCA. To donate items for AHCA 
contact Skip Hougland (406) 285-3642 or (406) 570-8674.

notice of General Membership Meeting
The American Highland Cattle Association will hold its 58th Annual 
General Membership Meeting in Bozeman, MT on Saturday, June 20, 
2009 at the Holiday Inn - Bozeman. At this meeting the membership 
will be asked to approve amendments to the Articles of Incorporation 
and By-laws of the Association, as well as to elect three directors. All 
members of AHCA with dues paid for 6/1/09-5/31/10 (excluding 
junior members) will be entitled to a vote on these matters. Absentee 
ballots will be sent in May and should be completed and returned to 
AHCA in the envelopes provided by those who are unable to attend the 
membership meeting. Materials concerning these amendments and the 
slate of offi cers can be found in the spring issue of The Bagpipe and 
on highlandcattleusa.org. 

Weather
During June, temperatures are typically 500-700 with rain possible. One 
third of the annual precipitation falls during May and June. We suggest 
dressing in layers and traveling with a jacket.
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 Wednesday, June 17

8:00 AM-3:00 PM	 AHCA Committee Meetings

3:00 PM-6:00 PM	 HCF Board of Directors’ Meeting

Evening 	 AHCA Board of Directors’ & Guests’ Dinner
	 in Willow Creek

 Thursday, June 18

8:00 AM-3:30 PM	 AHCA Board of Directors’ Meeting

11:00 AM-3:45 PM	 Registration & Trade Show

4:00 PM-5:15 PM	 Getting Ready for a Good
	 Herd Health Program

Dr. Jim Welch, PhD; Professor Emeritus 
Animal Science-University of VT & Owner, Owl Rock Farm

Jim was on the UVM faculty in Animal Science for 30 years where he 
taught nutrition, genetics, reproduction and livestock production. He 
authored more than 100 research articles and currently serves as an 
industry consultant. He has been a Highland breeder since 1978 and 
bred winning show animals as well as successful bull test graduates. 
Eight of the animals shown in Denver this year traced back to Owl Rock 
breeding. Critical of the importance that showing currently has, he 
strongly advocates production testing for genetic evaluation. 

A must in a good heard health program is a handling system that the 
vet can work in without injury to people or cattle. If cattle are going 
to respond to treatments and vaccinations they need to be in good 
nutritional order. Records, including a running diary of herd events, are 
a must. Utilizing a herd health calendar is a major aid in getting things 
done on time. The better the cattle owner’s knowledge base, the better 
the interaction with the vet.

5:30 PM-9:00 PM	 Welcome Reception 

Kick up your heels to fiddle music in Big Sky Montana at the Gallatin 
County Fairgrounds. Festivities include a night of food, fellowship and 
fun! Montana Cow Camp will cater a hardy pulled pork barbecue. The 
11th Annual Roll of Excellence awards will be presented. 

 Friday, June 19

7:00 AM-8:00 AM	 Breakfast on Your Own,
	 Registration 
	 & Trade Show

8:30 AM-5:00 PM	 Kids’ Program

Young breeders will enjoy a fun-filled day of chaperoned trips to the 
Museum of the Rockies, Gallatin County Pioneer Museum and swimming 
with a break for lunch at the park. 

Cattle Health & Disease Short Courses at Montana State University 
(MSU) – Part I

Dr. Bill Clymer, Senior Technical Consultant, Spalding Laboratories

Dr. Clymer’s career in livestock parasitology has spanned 40+ years 
including Fort Dodge Animal Health, agriculture extension and his own 
consulting and research business which grew to one of the largest 
contract livestock research facilities in the US. Bill is a rancher in 
the Texas Panhandle near Amarillo where he runs a commercial cow 
operation. He also has a herd of “rodeo genetics cows” from which he 
raises bucking bulls and is a professional rodeo announcer. 

9:00 AM-10:15 AM 	 All You Ever Wanted to Know about 		
	 Livestock Parasites…and then some

Dr. Clymer will cover the economically important internal and external 
parasites of cattle including lice, ticks, horn flies, mites and many more. 
He will also discuss recognizing the problem, justification of expense and 
various methods of control with special emphasis on dung beetles and 
their importance to the US cattleman. Data on efficacy and when it pays 
to treat will be shared. 

10:30 AM-11:45 AM	 All You Ever Wanted to Know about Fly 		
	 Control … and more

This session will be directed toward pest fly control around livestock 
facilities and information on their biology. Special emphasis will be 
on fly predators as part of an integrated pest management program. 
Learn various tools that can be used to achieve control even for organic 
producers.

12:00 PM-1:00 PM 	 Lunch at the Student Union Building

Cattle Health & Disease Short Courses at Montana State University 
(MSU) – Part II

Dr. Marc Mattix, DVM, MSS; President, Regional Western Pathologists 
& Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Pathologists  

Dr. Mattix is a fourth generation Montanan. He serves as a Colonel 
in the US Army Reserve and is Assistant Chief of the US Army 
Veterinary Corps. Marc is an USDA-Accredited Foreign Animal Disease 
Diagnostician and cosponsor of CDC grants integrating animal and 
public health surveillance, reporting and response. A MSU Affiliate 
Professor, he recently retired from the Montana Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory after 15 years of serving the state’s livestock industry as their 
diagnostic pathologist.   

1:15 PM-2:30 PM 	 Foreign Animal Diseases & How They 		
	 Threaten US Agriculture

From local to global, livestock markets depend not only on efficient 
production but also animal health. The eruption of a highly infectious 
foreign animal disease, a disease not normally found in the country of 
origin, affects not only the individual rancher but also the economics of 
the community, state and nation. This lecture will describe the dynamics 
of animal health and global economics and discuss some of the major 
foreign animal diseases that threaten US agriculture.

2:45 PM-4:00 PM	 The Veterinarian’s Role in Disaster 		
	 Management

Our desired end state in the greater public health/safety community is 
“healthy, safe and productive flocks, crops, herds and communities”. 
All disasters begin as local events. Disaster management first involves 

the prevention of the threat – fires, floods, acts of nature, intentional 
acts and incursions of infectious disease. When disaster strikes, roles 
change rapidly to mitigate the loss and return as quickly as possible to 
normal. Veterinarians play a significant role in protecting the viability 
of the agriculture industry from disaster planning through response.

Evening 	 Dinner on Your Own 

Nestled in the heart of the Gallatin Valley, enjoy dinner in town which 
offers a growing selection of fine restaurants. Menus resonate with 
fresh local ingredients and vivid flavors unique to the region.

 Saturday, June 20

7:00 AM-8:00 AM	 Bozeman Pass Buffet & Trade Show

8:00 AM-11:00 AM	 Kids’ Program – Halter Making Workshop

Learn skills to make quality nylon halters.

8:00 AM-11:00 AM	 AHCA General Membership Meeting

This session is the formal annual meeting of our Association. Hear 
the annual update which includes reports from the Board President, 
Board standing committees and regional associations. Make your vote 
count in the membership’s election of directors and on the approval 
of changes to the Articles of Incorporation and By-laws. Ted Hall, 
Governance Committee Chair, will present an overview of AHCA’s 
newly adopted long range plan.

12:00 PM-1:30 PM	 Lunch at Bozeman Ponds Pavilion 
2:00 PM-5:00 PM	 Highland Farm Tours

• MT Pockets Ranch – Mark & Addie Theisen, Bozeman

• Bridger Mtns Scottish Highlands – Skip & Emily Hougland, Willow 
Creek

5:30 PM-10:00 PM	 Tour, Banquet & Auction at KG Ranch

Welcome to the KG Ranch, headquartered southwest of Three Forks 
along the Jefferson River and home to a family-owned, progressive 
registered and commercial Angus operation. Paul & Kaye Doddridge, 
Owners and Greg Strohecker, General Manager have offered their 
outstanding facility for our evening activities. They run approximately 
1200 head of registered mother cows and host an annual bull and 
female sale each December. Cattle selection is based on the mother 
cow. She must breed on time and have performance, fleshing ability 
and be able to adjust to their diverse range conditions. In true western 
style, Montana Cow Camp will cook up their signature Santa Maria tri-
tips and dutch oven bread pudding, sure to please all the buckaroos. 
The Highland Member of the Year and Hall of Fame honors will be 
awarded. The benefit auction will include Highland collectibles and 
items native to the region while the Highland Cattle Foundation offers 
a select group of special items to bid on. The evening’s entertainment 
is by singer Pixie Elmose.
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Registration Inform
ation

Registration	
_______ x $160/adult	

=_______
	

	
_______ x $100/child ( ages 5-12) =_______

	

N
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e(s) &
 age(s) of each child attending:

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Trade Show
 Booth - O

ptional  	_______ x $25/booth 	
=_______
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Registration Fee includes: 
A

ll activities, transportation during convention, one 
breakfast buffet, tw

o lunches and tw
o dinners.

A
ll fees are non-refundable.

Buses depart from the hotel lobby at 8:30 AM 
and return at 5:00 PM.

Buses depart from the hotel lobby at 12:00 PM 
and return at 11:00 PM.


