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Highland Cattle
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junction with the National Western
Stock Show in Denver, Colo., each
January.

John Chatkowski of Elmira, N.Y.,
who has attended the Mercer show
since its beginning, brought four
animals this year. He contemplated
this being the last single-breed show
supported by the American Highland
Cattle Association.

“At first, I wasn’t too happy about
the decision of the national organiza-
tion, but as I thought about it, I could
see why they made the decision,”
Chatkowski said. “One of the reasons
we show is to introduce Highlands to
the public, but a show like this doesn’t
attract many people.

“We can see each other at other
shows like KILE (Keystone Interna-
tional Livestock Exposition) or Den-
ver,” he said.

There are a lot of people who attend
the larger shows that feature many
other breeds.

Over the years, participants have
traveled many miles to exhibit their
cattle at the Mercer show.

The girls from Wurzbach Farm in
York County, Pa., all started their
showing careers at the Mercer show.

Abby, 12, has been showing since
she was 3 and her sister Mary, 16,
has been showing for about 11 years.
Their cousin Emma Marks, 16, round-
ed out the group.

They were showing 6-month-old
Highlands and knew the ropes about
getting them ready.

But everything doesn’t always go
as planned, as Marks found out.

——

Emma Marks, 16, ties up Millie,
her 6-month-old Highland heifer.
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Marjie Hartz of Middletown, Pa., prepares to show her Highland cattle for the first time.

As she was leading her heifer, Mil-
lie, through the mud puddles left from
the 4 inches of rain that had fallen on
the Mercer area, she slipped, got cov-
ered in mud and lost hold of Millie’s
lead rope.

Never fear, Millie just moseyed to
the wash rack where she was quickly
corralled and taken back to the barn.

Marks changed her shirt and con-
tinued on to help get the rest of the
string ready for the show as if nothing
had happened.

The girls keep their cattle on their
grandparents’ farm. Marks said that
at one time they had about 30 head
of Highlands there, but as they are
downsizing they have eight head this
year.

Another Pennsylvania exhibitor,
Marjie Hartz of H&H Cattle in Mid-
dletown, was feeling the excitement
of her first Highland show.

Hartz had sold the gift shop that she
had operated on her family’s farm for
14 years.

“Instead of using the money to buy
a sports car or a boat, I used the mon-
ey to buy Highland cattle,” she said.

As she groomed her cows, she re-
called that she hadn’t shown cattle
since she was in 4-H 40 years ago.

Her husband, Chet, said he enjoyed
watching her as she was relishing ev-
erything about getting ready for the
show.

They had set up a table of snacks
in the aisle that was decorated with
a tablecloth and flowers. There were
bowls of strawberries, blackberries and
raspberries, and bags of chips to entice
visitors to stop by and talk a spell.

“This is what it is all about,” Chet
Hartz said as he pointed to the other
exhibitors. “It’s not about the win-

ning, but about getting to be with
friends — other farmers — and hav-
ing a good time.”

Another exhibitor, who makes the
annual trip to Denver in January, was
Eddie Mackay of Michigan. He and
his friend Rick Milliman had been to
the Mercer show several times.

Mackay was showing Highland
cattle because Milliman thought it
only fitting that a person who was
raised in Scotland should own High-
land cattle.

“I worked on a farm in Scotland
so that I could become an engineer,”
Mackay said. His training was as an
aeronautical engineer but he spent his
34-year career designing trucks.

“I worked as an engineer so that
I could farm,” Mackay said with a
broad smile. He has about 30 Cheviot
ewes and 43 Highland cattle on his
Dundonald Farm, which is named for
his village in Scotland. He immigrat-
ed to the United States in 1957.

Jon Haltowski brought a string of
cattle from Cobblestone Farm, which
has been raising Highlands since 1997
in East Troy, Wis.

“The trip really didn’t seem that
long,” Haltowski said. “Maybe be-
cause I am excited to be here. This is
my first time at this show.”

His cattle had settled in and were
comfortably resting in their stalls
awaiting the show. Haltowski has
been working at Cobblestone for four
years and said he enjoys having a job
where he can work outside and with
animals.

Highland association members
followed the show with a last hurrah
celebration called the “Beast Feast,”
where they shared memories of past
shows over great food.

John Chatkowski
of Elmira, N.Y.,
washes his bull.
He has partici-
pated in the Mid-
Atlantic  High-
land Association
show since the
beginning.
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[ Westminster Livestock Auction &
Auction Services

410-848-9820 ¢ Earl 443-506-5243
€ Westminster MD
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Every Monday @ 10am - Hay Straw & Firewood

Every Tuesday @ 5pm - Cattle, Calves, Feeders, Fat
Cattle, Sheep, Goats & Hogs

Every Thursday @ 5pm - Small Animals, Poultry,
Pigeons, Rabbits, Produce, Misc Items

Goods Sale

Special Feeder Cattle Sales - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
Full Auction Service - We Do it All!

First Thursday @ 5pm - Homemade Canned & Baked

incl. Estate, Liquidation & Household Sales
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GOODS

LIVESTOCK

e SOWS * ROASTER PIGS
e BUTCHER HOGS * BOARS
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Top Reasons to
Choose Chore-Time

High Capacity 40° roof (left)
allows more storage and
-, | stays cleaner than

| conventional 30° roof (right) | ...

[

503 School Road,
Denver, PA 17517

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:

7:00 - 11:00 A.M.

IN STOCK TURBO GROW STARTER
FEEDERS AND EVOLUTION

and

MIGRATION FENCE
NEW!
Overdrive 6 Watt Dimmable LED

¢ Field Tested e 5 yr. Warranty
¢ 5000k Model offers 88 Lumens/watt
Technical Data listed at www.aglights.com

e (717) 445-5776

Please call before you deliver.

Scheduled 24/7 Delivery/Pickup Times Available
Livestock Truck/Trailer Wash Available - 717-445-4501

:
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Call for pricing on bins assembled

from running down hoppey

and delivered to your farm  ACCESS PLUS® permits
Complete Bin Size & Capacity easy clean out of the bin
Chart On Our Web Page from the ground.

= Find us on: Visit our online store
HydroShield® Weather, n
Guard prevents water faCEbOOk@ neagr’_cnm

Facebook.com/NortheastAgriSystemsine

[ Authorized CZiga® Distributor Since 1982 |
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agri
systems

Northeast Agri Systems, Inc. [
Flyway Business Park Delmarva Store —
139A West Airport Road 28527 Boyce Rd. @
Lititz, PA 17543 Laurel, DE 19956 2
Ph: (717) 5692702 302-875-1886

1-800-673-2580 1-800-735-6361
Email@neagri.com www.neagri.com (&<
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Dedicated to
PRODUCT
LEADERSHIP™

Quality
Buildings

Equipment




